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1035, 1172, 648, 561, 959, 5001, 5003, 663, 1074, 531, 1136, 33, 1068, 555, 446, 751, 1157, 1554, 1752, 927, 1128, 637, 579, 1070, 557, 1170, 649, 401, 832, 693, 711, 717, 693, 1430, 717, 741, 1666, 1736, 785, 847, 220, 172, 152, 167, 216, 154, 359, 156, 996, 335, 366, 187, 556, 624, 626, 632, 682, 1062, 549, 1098, 441, , 697, 1704, 571, 1190, 7205, 7215.

This is a partial list of the bills identified for tracking. Some are watched for amendments or to be a vehicle for an amendment I can offer to help the FFMA. Others have to be lobbied against and vigil kept for bad amendments (see below). At the end of this report I have provided an example of a bill and related bills and amendments that can be moving through the legislative process. 

An example of the range of topics I cover include: Taxes of all types (as a vehicle to amend FFMA issues on to), building code (including construction, elevator and fire safety), service of alcoholic beverages, economic development, government procurement (including bid tampering/advertising and prompt payment, verification of residency of employees on public projects, for example), unemployment compensation, food service, public employee issues, professional sports and spring baseball, consumer protection, and 

Because of the limit on the number of bills a member of the House of Representatives can file (6), it is necessary to obtain sponsors early on, by approaching incumbents without opposition during an election year and all regular member between sessions. Because many members of the House leadership team don’t file bills the number of available slots is limited, considering there are over 3,000 lobbyists representing varied clientele. Proactively, I obtained sponsors for two piece of legislation. One was for the reinstatement of the sales tax exemption on admission. The other related to the protection of advance ticket sale money for FFMA’s patrons. 

The biggest news of the session this year is successful passage of the exemption from sales tax on admission to events solely promoted by a governmental entity, sports authority or sports commission. The language was included in SB 1752, commonly referred to as the Jobs Bill, or Economic Development Package. The language was originally contained in bills filed by Sen. Altman (SB 1070) and Representative Holder (HB 579), and then amended into this bill. In getting to this point, it was necessary to convince the Revenue Impact Committee to reduce the impact attributed to this legislation from a half million dollars to $200,000. A large debt of gratitude is also due Rep. Ellyn Bogdanoff, the counterpart to Sen. Altman, as Chair of the House Finance and Tax Council. Rep. Bogdanoff has been supportive of the FFMA legislative position on tax exemption during her two year leadership of this committee. In addition to putting the sales tax exemption on these admissions in this year’s legislation, she included all three of the proposed exemptions being sought by FFMA last year in the 2009 tax proposal coming out of the House of Representatives. 

Although it won’t show up in any piece of legislation, I uncovered a proposed amendment to a Senate bill that, if passed, would have repealed the protection against scalping of tickets to events at performing arts centers with a capacity of 3,000 seats or less. The amendment was being offered by Sen. Ring to a bill sponsored by Sen. Bennett on behalf of the FFMA. The bill itself is the second bill for which sponsorship was necessary. The bill itself, SB 1190, (companion is HB 571 by Rep. O’Toole) seeks to prohibit sweeping of advance ticket sales money into the account of promoters rather than remaining in the accounts of the venue (this will be discussed later). I was able to meet in advanced w/ Sen. Bennett and Sen. Ring and work an agreement advance of the committee meeting. In this way Sen. Ring has an opportunity to present his amendment, make his points and then withdraw the amendment without a vote or debate; thereby saving the committee valuable time. This is a common practice in session. As a point of interest, Sen. Ring’s primary concern is with the manner in which paperless ticketing is handled, not the exemption from scalping. 

There was language placed in the Implementing Bill (HB5003) establishing a task force to study the economic impact of performing arts centers. The study is to be conducted under the guidance of the Office of Tourism, Trade and Economic Development (OTTED). The $20,000 appropriated was vetoed. The make up of the task force includes representatives from OTTED, the Secretary of State, public and non-profit performing arts centers, among others. A report on the outcome is due before the end of the year.

Other bills of interest that passed: 

Elevator Safety (SB 1035). This was one of a half dozen bills on this subject that had to be watched. It relates to updates under the requirements for Phase II of Firefighters’ Service on existing elevators. Please check with you local fire department because of the language included in the Building Safety legislation covered next.

 Building Safety (HB 663). This legislation adds language to the elevators section that as an alternative to the requirements, if applicable, allows installation of a lock box that provides access to all elevator keys in your building. The box installed must have a lock on it that is compatible with the master key for the region you are in, i.e. the fire department in your area will be able to provide this to you. I worked closely Sen. Bennett and Rep. Frishe and w/ my colleagues who regularly deal with the building code to assure that this low cost alternative was included. As you see it made it into this larger bill, but not SB 1035.

Fire Safety (HB 1136). Fire hydrants owned by public entities have to meet certain inspection requirements. Those owned by counties, cities and special districts can have the inspection completed by designated employees. 
Selling and Serving Alcoholic Beverages to Persons Under 21 ((HB 33). Increases the penalty from second degree to first degree misdemeanor if found guilty of serving alcohol to minor a second time within a year. 
Local Government Prompt Payment (HB 1157). Certain language related to prompt payment must be included in the contract. You must identify the person to who an invoice is to be sent. An amount due in an overdue, if not objected to in 4 days is considered correct, except for portions which may be fraudulent or misleading. 
Service Contract Renewal (HB 751). Requires that the automatic renewal provision of service contract be prominently included in any such contract. 
Professional Sports Franchises (7205). This primarily deals with spring training. The application process is substantially revamped. The 2000 date is removed in reference to date of establishment. Reference is made to recognize and agreement to move a team from one city to another. A study is to be conducted with a view toward improving the attraction and retention of spring baseball and to add to the economic impact. 
Professional All Star Games—included in HB 1752, excludes from sales tax on admissions tickets to NHL and NBA All Star games, MLB Home Run Derby, NFL Pro Bowl, and NBA Rookie Challenge, Celebrity game, 3-PT Shooting and Slam Dunk Challenge. 
Museum Admissions--included in HB 1752, exempts from sales tax the admissions to educational institution (museum) events. Brought up by UF Butterfly Exhibit. Apparently, only applies to 4 facilities.

Provision in SB1752: 14. Rented, leased, subleased, or licensed to a person  providing telecommunications, data systems management, or  Internet services at a publicly or privately owned convention hall, civic center, or meeting space at a public lodging  establishment as defined in s. 509.013. This subparagraph applies only to that portion of the rental, lease, or license payment that is based upon a percentage of sales, revenue sharing, or royalty payments and not based upon a fixed price. This subparagraph is intended to be clarifying and remedial in

 nature and shall apply retroactively. This subparagraph does not provide a basis for an assessment of any tax not paid, or create a right to a refund of any tax paid, pursuant to this section before July 1, 2010.
I also attempted to place an amendment on a bill which would have extended the anti-scalping language to public buildings similar in size to the 501 c 3 performing arts centers that receive such a protection. However, the language was not accepted as a friendly amendment. 
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


EXAMPLE OF TRACKING:  Below is a copy of the history of a bill, from the end of session. It is presented here to provide you with some idea of the complexity of following bills and amendments. The bill started out as one related to health care. However, virtually every other compared bill becomes a bill/vehicle onto which provision dealing w/ difibulators could be amended. Note the number of amendments offered.
AUTOMOTIC DIFIBULATORS-- 

	H1503    GENERAL BILL/CS/CS/2ND ENG by Health & Family Services Policy Council;
  Health Care Regulation Policy (HFPC); Flores  (Linked H 0539, Compare
  H 0537, CS/H 0715, H 0739, H 0935, CS/CS/CS/3RD ENG/H 1143, H 1263,
  H 1545, 1ST ENG/H 5311, CS/1ST ENG/H 7183, 2ND ENG/H 7225, CS/CS/CS/1ST
  ENG/S 0752, CS/S 0760, CS/S 0936, CS/CS/1ST ENG/S 0970, CS/S 0972,
  CS/S 1232, CS/CS/S 1256, CS/CS/1ST ENG/S 1412, S 2082, CS/CS/CS/1ST
  ENG/S 2138, CS/CS/S 2434, S 2480, CS/CS/1ST ENG/S 2556, S 2586)
  Health Care [SPSC]; Amends & repeals provision relating to prohibition
  against applying Drug-Free Workplace Act retroactively; directs DOH to
  accept funds from counties, municipalities, & certain other entities for
  purchase of certain products made available under contract with United
  States Department of Health & Human Services for manufacture & delivery
  of such products in response to public health emergency, etc.  EFFECTIVE
  DATE: 07/01/2010.
  03/01/10 HOUSE  Filed
  03/02/10 HOUSE  Introduced -HJ 00134
  03/10/10 HOUSE  Referred to Health Care Regulation Policy (HFPC); Health Care
                  Appropriations (CGHC); Health & Family Services Policy
                  Council -HJ 00257
  03/29/10 HOUSE  On Committee agenda-- Health Care Regulation Policy (HFPC),
                  03/31/10, 11:00 am, Morris Hall
  03/31/10 HOUSE  CS by Health Care Regulation Policy (HFPC); YEAS  12  NAYS  0
                  -HJ 00648
  04/08/10 HOUSE  CS read 1st time on 04/08/10 -HJ 00645; Pending review of CS
                  under Rule 7.20
  04/09/10 HOUSE  Original reference(s) removed: Health Care Appropriations
                  (CGHC); CS referred to Health & Family Services Policy
                  Council -HJ 00655; Now in Health & Family Services Policy
                  Council; On Council agenda-- Health & Family Services Policy
                  Council, 04/13/10, 9:15 am, Webster Hall
  04/13/10 HOUSE  CS/CS by- Health & Family Services Policy Council; YEAS  10
                  NAYS  5 -HJ 00791
  04/20/10 HOUSE  CS read 1st time on 04/20/10 -HJ 00788; Pending review of CS
                  -under Rule 7.20; Placed on Calendar -HJ 00790
  04/22/10 HOUSE  Placed on Special Order Calendar
  04/23/10 HOUSE  Placed on Special Order Calendar --Removed from Special Order
                  Calendar
  04/22/10 HOUSE  Read 2nd time -HJ 00878; Amendment(s) adopted -HJ 00880,
                  -HJ 00916; Amendment(s) reconsidered, withdrawn -HJ 00918
  04/26/10 HOUSE  Read 3rd time -HJ 01051; Amendment(s) adopted -HJ 01052; CS
                  passed as amended; YEAS  111  NAYS  1 -HJ 01052
  04/26/10 SENATE In Messages
  04/28/10 SENATE Received -SJ 00989; Referred to Health Regulation; Children,
                  Families, and Elder Affairs; Policy & Steering Committee on
                  Ways and Means -SJ 00990
  04/30/10 SENATE Died in Committee on Health Regulation, companion bill(s)
                  passed, see HB 5311 (Ch. 2010-161), CS/CS/SB 1412 (Ch.
                  2010-102)
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