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SALES TAX EXEMPTION SUNSET


Representative O’Toole (HB 863) and Senator Lynn (SB 1362) filed the legislation for the FFMA this year, I hope you have all written or email them to thank them for their work on behalf of FFMA. To refresh your recollection, two rental tax exemptions and one sales tax exemption will SUNSET July 1, 2009.


Therefore, 1) a publicly owned building that puts on show where it bears all the risk and reaps all the profit (sole promoter) tax on admissions to that show will now have to be collected and remitted, 2) rental tax needs to be collected and remitted when you receive a percentage of the sales of novelty concessions, and 3) rental tax will have to be collected and remitted on services (security, ticket takers, cleanup, etc).


The Senate Bill moved successfully through 3 of the 4 committees it was referred to. The House Bill, while not getting a hearing on its own, was part of a committee bill (HB 7159) put together by Rep. Bogdanoff, as Chair of the House Finance and Tax Committee. HB 7159 was taken up, passed by the House and sent to the Senate for consideration. It died in messages, which means the Senate refused to take up the bill (despite the successes of SB 13632).


Representative O’Toole, a freshman member representing parts of Lake, Marion and Sumter Counties, did a tremendous job of working with me and Rep. Bogdanoff in pushing the bill in the House. She also worked closely w/ Speaker Pro Tempore Ron Reagan (who previously sponsored the legislation).


Sen. Lynn is also to be commended for her tireless efforts in getting the bill heard in 3 committees.


Ultimately, as noted in the newsletter, the economy of the state was too dire to overcome, despite the fact that I was able to convince the Revenue Estimating Conference members to reduce the fiscal impact by half on the services. They do not concern themselves with the fact that the tax can be avoided. 

PUBLIC RECORDS EXEMPTION EXTENDED FOR BUILDING PLANS


The exemption for building plans depicting the structure of public venues and large entertainment parks and facilities was continued. The exemption was due to sunset this year. Representative Scott Plakon sponsored HB 7017, which is the bill that passed. The Senate companion, SB 754 was a committee bill filed by the Senate Military Affairs Committee. The bill became law on June 24, 2009 and is Chapter Law 2009-235.
PUBLIC RECORDS EXEMPTION FOR NAMES OF CONTRIBUTORS


Sen. Ring was able to pass SB166, filed as HB 795, by Rep. Thurston, to all a public records exemption for the names of people who donate money to a local government which will be used for the construction  of a public building. The Governor has until June 25, 2009 to veto the bill or let it become law. The Governor vetoed the bill on June 24, 2009.
RESALE OF TICKETS FOR ADMISSIONS BY 501(c) (3) VENUES



Sen. Victor Crist filed SB 1902 and Rep. Doug Holder filed HB  1287 originally designed  to prohibit scalping of tickets for shows sold by a 501(c)(3) under certain conditions (3,000 tickets or less for a show). The 501(c) (3) may prohibit scalping and if it chooses to do so must have language printed on the ticket stating that it cannot be sold for more than one dollar ($1.00) over the original ticket price. However, the language allows the 501 (c) (3) to enter into an agreement with a third party contractor ticketing service for resale above the one dollar if the required language is not printed on the ticket. The language of the bill was amended onto SB 764 and passed as part of that bill. It is Chapter Law 2009-179.
 Early work on an amendment to this bill averted a potential problem on resales. The conference call Ron Spencer and I had w/ Ticketmaster’s lobbyist and Tim O’Leary averted this potential issue. 

OSHA PROPOSAL


A bill, SB 1878, was filed by Sen. Lynn, as the result of lost lives by local firefighters, to require collection and reporting of data related to employee accidents. It required 
analysis of the data and availability of phone contact for employees to call with questions about OSHA. Representative Audrey Gibson filed a similar bill, HB 1029 in the House. Neither bill received a hearing. However, an amendment was floated to require that beginning in 2010 local governments would be subject to OSHA requirements. 

The bill was filed as the result of an interim study on the issue. Members of local government participated. I expect the bill to be filed again. I encourage you to review the bill your counsel and risk management professionals. 

CONCLUSION: 


While it may appear that it was light year, it was and it wasn’t.  Few bills were filed impacting the industry. In fact fewer bills passed and were sent to the Governor than anyone can remember. The budget dominated all considerations and the budget bills consumed the members and leadership over the last 3-4 weeks of the session. Budget conferees were not appointed until nearly 2 weeks beyond when conference normally begins. Allocations to the appropriations committees being in limbo put many many bills in limbo.


An incredible amount of work was done leading up to the inclusion of the proposal to remove the sunset on FFMA’s sales tax exemptions. I appeared b/f the Finance and Tax committee on 4 occasions and met numerous times with Representative Bogdanoff and/or her staff. The retention of these exemptions was part of less than a handful of exemptions that the Finance and Tax Committee in the House proposed keeping. Similar meetings took place before the Senate Finance and Tax Committee and individually with Chairman Altman. The Revenue Estimating Conference had two meetings, one on a weekend, to consider the FFMA proposals, among others. 

In the end, I spent numerous hours over 2-3 days at the end of session, as the final budget was being put together sending notes, meeting w/ the President’s staff and then corresponding with and waiting to see (or catch) the President in an attempt to get HB 7159 taken up by the Senate. 
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