












On February 1st the City of Kissimmee consolidated all public events that 
happen in Lakefront Park and Civic Center properties to be managed by 
the Kissimmee Civic Center staff and resources. This is in preparation for 
a 30 + million dollar Lakefront redevelopment that will be occurring over 
the next two years. The new park has been designed by Dan Loubier, 
Parks and Recreation Director, Gladding Jackson Architects and the citi-
zens of Kissimmee to be one of the largest waterfront  developments in 
the Florida this decade. The park is designed for public recreation and 

programmed out-
door public assem-
bly, includ-
ing  festivals, Bass 
tournaments, con-
certs and shows. 
Updates to follow 
throughout the 
project.  

Kissimmee Civic Center              contribution by Gregg Smith 

Tampa Bay Performing Arts Center             contribution by Judy Joseph 

Our wonderful facility and 
dedicated staff will provide the 
ideal creative workplace for 
extraordinary works of theater 
for years to come.” 
 
The first venture will be Won-
derland: Alice’s New Musical 
Adventure, slated to have its 
world premiere in Tampa on 
Saturday, Dec. 5, 2009 in 
TBPAC’s Ferguson Hall. The 
music for Wonderland is by 
Frank Wildhorn, the composer 
of The Civil War and Jekyll & 
Hyde, with lyrics by Jack Mur-
phy and a book by Phoebe 
Hwang. Gregory Boyd will 
direct.  
 
Wonderland is set in present-
day Manhattan and a timeless 
Wonderland. The new musical 
tells the story of author Alice 
Cornwinkle (a descendent of 
Lewis Carroll’s muse Alice 
Liddell), who is struggling with 
her career and her daughter, 
Chloe. 
 
With a chaotic Wonderland in 
danger of disappearing into 
nothingness, only Alice can 
restore balance and joy. Audi-

TBPAC to produce new 
musical to premiere Dec. 5, 
2009 
 
The Tampa Bay Performing 
Arts Center will produce Won-
derland: Alice’s New Musical 
Adventure, a new Frank Wild-
horn musical, to debut in 
Tampa late this year, as the 
first initiative of its Broadway 
Genesis Project. 
 
Broadway Genesis is intended 
to help create new works of 
American theater to play the 
Tampa market, and then possi-
bly tour other performing arts 
centers or move to Broadway. 
TBPAC, one of the largest and 
most prolific performing arts 
facilities in the country, will 
serve as lead producer for 
Broadway Genesis – using its 
facility, administrative structure 
and other resources. 
 
“I am so excited about the 
Broadway Genesis Project,” 
said Judith Lisi, president and 
CEO of the Tampa Bay Per-
forming Arts Center. “This is 
the next logical step in 
TBPAC’s artistic development. 
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ences will journey with her 
through the Looking-Glass 
from New York City to a 
strange-yet-familiar place 
where she must reclaim her 
daughter, defeat the Queen of 
Hearts and learn to follow her 
heart. 
Wonderland: Alice’s New Musical 
Adventure will play TBPAC’s 
Ferguson Hall Dec. 5, 2009 
through Jan. 3, 2010, with pre-
view performances scheduled 
Nov. 24 through Dec. 4.  For 
more information, log on to 
wonderlandthemusical.org. 
 

 

“Alice, are you 

ready to go through 

the looking glass 

again? This time in 

up-to-the-minute 

Manhattan?” 



The economy may be down 
but spirits are up at the Florida 
State Fair Authority. That’s 
because nearly half-a-million 
people attended the annual 
Florida State Fair proving once 
again, that the 105th annual 
event is one of the best values 
for family fun and entertain-
ment in Tampa Bay. Official 
Fair attendance is expected to 
be confirmed soon by the Flor-
ida Department of Agriculture, 
but preliminary and unaudited 
results show that 466,733 peo-
ple attended the 2009 event. 
This represents barely a 5% 
drop in attendance from the 
previous year, ranking this 
year’s Fair attendance ninth 
during the timeframe when 
attendance has been audited by 
the Department of Agriculture. 
 
“We knew that this year we 
were facing a really struggling 
economy and on top of that we 
opened right after the Super 
Bowl and during the Gasparilla 
Parade, but in spite of all those 
challenges we are extremely 
pleased with the attendance,” 
said Chuck Pesano, executive 
director of the Florida State 
Fair Authority.  “I think this 
confirms that people consider 

the Florida State Fair a great 
value and for a reasonable 
ticket price they get a huge 
return on their investment in 
the form of great family enter-
tainment.” 
 
Over 43,000 people attended 
Monday, February 16 making it 
the second-highest closing day 
in audited history.  The sweet-
est and most attended day was 
Valentine’s Day, Saturday, Feb-
ruary 14 when more than 
63,000 people attended the 
Fair. 
 
“I really feel that our success 
can be directly attributed to 
the fact that people know a 
good deal when they see it,” 
Pesano said.  “Prior to the 
opening of the Fair we were 
cautiously optimistic that con-
sumers would realize what a 
true value the Fair offers during 
tough economic times and 
apparently they did.”  
 
Attendance figures were 2.7% 
less than the historical average 
but in an economy that is con-
sistently looking at 30 and 40 
percent drops in revenue (such 
as the auto industry) this can 
almost be viewed as a positive.  

The majority of food vendors 
enjoyed solid revenue sales and 
ride and game operators 
seemed to be consistently busy.        
 
“I think that when you look at 
attendance, revenue and overall 
customer experience, the 2009 
Florida State Fair was a success 
by anyone’s standards,” Pesano 
said.  “There is a certain level 
of satisfaction that is accom-
plished when you have a great 
team of employees who put 
their heart and soles into the 
success of an event.”    
  
The 105th annual Florida State 
Fair (www.floridastatefair.com), 
always in Tampa and always in 
February, closed Monday Feb-
ruary 16, 2009. The 12-day Fair 
opened February 5, 2009.  It is 
organized by the Florida State 
Fair Authority under the lead-
ership of Florida Department 
of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services.  Agriculture Commis-
sioner, Charles H. Bronson, 
leads the Fair Authority, which 
oversees the Florida State Fair-
grounds and the annual Florida 
State Fair. 
 

and previous president of the 
FFMA and Julia Mays, Director 
of Marketing and Develop-
ment. 

The City of Sarasota launched a 
new television program on 
Access Sarasota 2/26/09, dedi-
cated to educating the commu-
nity about the Van Wezel Per-
forming Arts Hall.  The 30 
minute talk show, “At the Van 
Wezel…” features highlights 
from upcoming performances, 
including Broadway shows, and 
behind the scenes information 
about the Van Wezel even 
theater gossip. The show is 
hosted by Mary Bensel, Execu-
tive Director of the Van Wezel 

Florida State Fair                   contribution by Dennis McDermott

Van Wezel Performing Arts Center   contribution by Julia Mays and Lionel Cohoone  

“ I really feel that 

our success can be 

directly attributed 

to the fact that 

people know a 

good deal when 

they see it.” 

 
- Chuck Pesano, Executive Director 
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Natalie Cole performance-02/15/09 
Serenaded a sold out house at the Van 
Wezel. She is considered one of the 
most treasured and successful vocal 
stylist. 

http://newscg.co.sarasota.fl.us/PublicCommunications/AccessSarasota/accesssarasota.asp


Van Wezel Performing Arts Center                   (continued) 
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The 8th Annual Van Wezel Foundation 
L-R:  Gail Greco, Tim Cameresi (from Cam-
designs) Julia Mays (Director of Marketing & 
Development for the Van Wezel) 

L-R:  Shaun and Wendy Merriman, Delia Smith-Orth and Lisa 
and David Grain  

Hubbard Street Dance Chicago-2/18/09 
A world renowned dance company, know for their edgy, 
athletic and breathtaking choreography. They incorporate 
many types of dance ranging from musical theater to rock 
n roll.  

It was an unforgettable evening with Natalie 
Cole. The 8th Annual Van Wezel Founda-
tion raised $216K to benefit the Van Wezel 
Foundation, which supports the hall 
through education programs from pre-k 
through high school in 99 schools in 4 
counties from Charlotte to Manatee. It also 
benefits adult master class and artist work-
shops and professional development for 
teachers in partnership with the John F. 
Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts. 

Natalie Cole snuggled between Kathy and Mike Mar-
tella from Boar’s Head 

We ended February with 
a bang with Mardi Gras 
Mambo, with a Mardi 
Gras inspired party featur-
ing performances by The 
Neville Brothers, Dr. John 
& The Lower 9-11. Every-
one had a great time, we 
handed out beads for all 
who attended the concert. 
There was also a Mardi 
Gras themed BB-Q on the 
bay front and a Mardi 
Gras buffet dinner all ca-
tered by Michael’s On 
East in the Grand Foyer. 

The Neville Brothers 

Dr. John 
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Van Wezel Performing Arts Center                                  (continued) 
 

Ovation event at Lakewood Ranch
-2/07/09 
 
Ovation was a huge success, we 
were able to network with other influ-
ential people in the art community 
and also notify people about our 
exciting shows we have coming up. 
We also raffled off several pairs of 
tickets to our shows here at the Van 
Wezel.  

L-R:  Julia Mays, Lionel Cohoone and Arline O’Leary  

L-R:  Arline O’Leary, Michelle Bente, Julia Mays and 
Ronnie Shulman 

 

Meet n Greet with 
Kenny Rogers:-
2/12/09 
Kenny Rogers was 
an absolute gem. 
Even though he 
was pressed for 
time, he made a 
point to talk and 
take some photos 
with fans  

Performances we have coming up: 
 
Dick Hyman and Friends-3/5/09 
Footloose-3/09/09 
Boston Pops Esplanade- 3/10/09 
Leahy-3/17/09 
Paul Anka-3/22/09 
Jesus Christ Super Star- 3/24/09 
Dame Edna-4/6/09 & 4/7/09 
Michael Frinstein-3/26/09 
101 years of Broadway-3/31/09 
 
 
Tickets may be purchased at the Van Wezel 
Box Office, by calling (941) 953-3368 or by 
logging onto www.vanwezel.org . 
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2008 FFMA Annual Meeting Conference Sponsors 

Ad Systems www.adsystemscatv.com 

AEG Live www.aeglive.com 

Andy Frain Systems www.andyfrain.com 

Aramark Corporation www.aramark.com 

Black Onyx Event Services mailto:brendablackonyx@aol.com 

Boston Culinary Group www.bostonculinarygroup.com 

Centerplate www.centerplate.com 

Clarin www.clarinseating.com 

Cleanevent USA www.cleanevent.com 

Contemporary Services Corporation www.csc-usa.com 

Daktronics www.daktronics.com 

Feld Entertainment www.feldentertainment.com 

HOK Sports www.hoksve.com 

Hussey Seating www.husseyseating.com 

Knight FM www.knightfm.com 

Levy Restaurants www.levyrestaurants.com 

Miami Stagecraft, Inc. www.miamistagecraft.com 

Milliken Carpets www.milliken.com 

Ocean State Event Services  

OUIVend www.ouivend.com 

Ovations Food Services www.ovationsfoodservices.com 

Robbins Sports Surfaces www.ovationsfoodservices.com 

Sentry Event Services www.sentryeventservices.com 

StageRight www.stageright.com 

The Bigelow Companies www.bigelowcompanies.com 

Ticketmaster www.ticketmaster.com 

F FMA is extremely proud to have the support of our outstanding group 
of sponsors.  Your generosity in supporting FFMA and incorporating 
leadership in the sports and entertainment industry is greatly appreci-
ated! 

“We cannot seek achievement for ourselves and forget about progress and prosper-
ity for our community... Our ambitions must be broad enough to include the aspira-
tions and needs of others, for their sakes and for our own." 

 
Cesar Chavez    

A very special thank you to the Kravis Center for their hosting of the Presenter’s Luncheon 
at the 2008 Annual Conference and to Horner Flooring for their donation. 



Executive Office: 
Cherie Dubay 

Executive Director 
4431 SW 101 Drive 

Gainesville, FL  32608 
 

Phone: 352-338-2947 
Fax:  352-335-7381 

E-mail: 
www.cworley@binary.net 

Behind The Scenes 

We’re on the web!  
Www.floridafacilities.com 

FLORIDA FACILITY MANAGERS ASSOCIATION

Mission Statement: 
 
To promote and serve Florida’s public assembly facility industry. 
 
Vision Statement: 
 
To be the leader of the State of Florida public assembly facility industry. 
 

Board of Directors 

Board Member: Title: Email: 

Mickey Farrell President mfarrell@tampasportsauthority.com 

Judy Joseph  Vice President  judy.joseph@tbpac.org 

Kim Stone  Secretary/Treasurer kstone@heat.com 

Mary Bensel  Past President  mary.bensel@sarasotagov.com 

Roger Englert  Past President  renglert@tlccc.org 

Allen Johnson, CFE  Past President  allen.johnson@cityoforlando.net 

Mike LaPan, CFE Past President  mike.lapan@lakelandgov.net 

Ron Spencer  Past President  rspencer@tlccc.org 

John Moors  Member-at-Large john.moors@tampagov.net 

Barry Strafacci  Member-at-Large bstrafacci@global-spectrum.com 

Mark Striffler  Member-at-Large MStriffler@admin.fsu.edu 

Bill Becker  Ex-Officio billavabecker@yahoo.com 

Lionel Dubay  Ex-Officio ldubay@ufl.edu 

Rick Hamilton  Ex-Officio rjham@clearwire.net 

Cherie Dubay Executive Director cworley@binary.net 

Wayne R. Malaney, P.A. Lobbyist & General Counsel  fllobbyist@aol.com 

FFMA Past Presidents 

Board Member: Term: Email: 

Ron Spencer  1989-1991 rspencer@tlccc.org 

Lionel Dubay 1991-1993 ldubay@ufl.edu 

Mike LaPan 1993-1995 mike.lapan@lakelandgov.net 

Allen Johnson  1995-1997 allen.johnson@cityoforlando.net 

Bill Becker 1997-1999 ldubay@ufl.edu 

Roger Englert  1999-2001 renglert@tlccc.org 

Mike LaPan 2001-2003 mike.lapan@lakelandgov.net 

Mary Bensel  2003-2005 marybensel@verizon.net 

Lionel Dubay 2005-2007 ldubay@ufl.edu 

Rick Hamilton  2007-2008 rjham@clearwire.net 

“Never doubt that a small 

group of thoughtful com-

mitted people can change 

the world; indeed it's the 

only thing that ever has.” 

- Margaret Meade -  


